After | posted the Varning bingo card 
{ made on 488punk.house, an online 
acquaintance replied to my post: “tell 
-me about shoelace headbands, lam not 
-familiar with this cultural form!” | realized 
“Edidn’t actually know the story behind 
this iconic punk fashion accessory and 


did a quick search online, assuming that . 


it would be easy to find some expiainer 
article about the origins of the style. To 
~~ my surprise | couldn't find very much, 
so | replied to my internet acquaintance 
|. that | would do some research and get 
». back to them. i 


I first messaged d- beat historian and 


|. punk style aficionado Chrischarge to see 
| if he had-any insights. “I’ve just always 


seen them in photos of old Japanese 
and Scandinavian d-beat bands, UK 
crust bands” he replied. “I just think 

it looks cool, and you feel like a crust 
warrior when you’re wearing one.” Chris 
speculated that someone had probably 
just used a shoelace as a sweatband 

at one point (playing punishingly fast 
d-beat does tend to induce heavy 


st caught on from there. 


iven this is the first issue, I figured 1 sh 


sweating)~—~it obviously looked cool, and 


wu. nobody could tell me, noteven.c 
people wearing it. We have no-c! ue what f 


theory with some pla 
“most logical story ËV 
like 80s punks chargir he hair with 
soap, and it was so if they sweat the 
soap wouldn't go in their eyes.” Fashion 
meets function! 


‘One ‘of the vi very few internet s sources 
| found in my searches, Reddit user 
dogfood666 says “I seriously call it my 


d-beat head band and started wearing _ 


it as a joke. | thought if | wore one 
Pd figure out what the heli it was but - 


we're doing.” Various other users on 
the thread referred to it as a “scandi-. 
band” because they associated the - 
look with Scandinavian d-beat groups 
Additionally, an Urban Dictionary entry 
for d-beat notes “headbands of various 
types are often worn (usually to help” 
keep up the charged haircut)” though 
this seems more plausible in the case 
of thicker headbe which do also 


disrockers. 


: that. it’s possible 
ink we gotta take every 


“So while my. search for an fe ctl origin’ 
“photo or story was not fruitful, my ` 

_ respondents DID provide lots of pictures | 
of punks looking cool as hell while 


wearing a shoelace headband (dated 

as early as 1985), So I’ve included lots 

of those. If you are reading this and you~ 
have any insight on T3 topic, please 

get in touch! 


